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considers the chances of an attempted military coup
slim but believes that even 20 Genérals Zervas, the new Minister of Public

Order, and Ventiras, the Chief of Staff, are foolhardy enough to try it it

the situation becomes very bad. Support would come mostly from junior,

not senior, officers. There are, however, no present indications that a coup

is being plenned in any guarter. con- 25X1X6
siders that Zervas 1is heading for 8 nces sre

good.

N It must be considered, however, that Zervas now holds

a good position from which ell sources agree he will build up private

bands and commandos at great expense to the Government. This, plus

the support of Tsaldaris, Mavromachalis and Reppas, as well as the

- cooperation he is getting from the Minister of War Stratos points up
the danger inherent in the situation if a moderate solution on a pol-
itical level is not soon reached.

The most “dangerous" military figure is General Alestas in charge of the Athens
Mechanized Unit. He is a tool of Mavromachalis, Reppas and Zervas,and was placed
in a key poet in order to control Athens in any event. He would obey their orders.
Other right wing officers capsble of starting or sbetting a coup in addition to
Generals Ventiras and Zervas are Generals Ciantzis (sic), in charge of the Army
of Northern Greecs, and Goulas of the General Staff.

General Papadopoulos, who is head of the Officers Academy, h's brother who is
in charge of the 3rd Mountain Brigade, and General Tountas in charge of the
Cretan Brigede are democretic officers on active duty but not in complete sym-
pathy with the present Government. All of these men are, however, loyal.

The following officers. now purged end inactive, remain loyal to the Government:

Generale Dromazos, Bitssnis, Mansttas, Spanopoulos, Vlachaitopoulos, Protopoulos,
Georgoulis, and Sterghiopoulos, The first six named are friends of General Plas-

tiras and none of them would attempt anything without his approval.

Generals Spsis and Nikolaou are more leftist, though not Communist. These men are
capable of trying something but this is most unlikely at present.
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